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jealous of her young rivals, and contrived, under the-
false pretence of education, to have them immured in
the Convent of Santa Anna, a dreary and wretched resi-
dence for Emilia and her sister.    Emilia, who at the time-
of the Shelleys' advent to Pisa had been two years in
this convent, was described by Pacchiani as a girl of"
extraordinary beauty of  mind  and body,  and   rarely
accomplished.    Her father,   desirous to get her off his.
hands without the customary dowry, was anxious to have
her married to a wealthy gentleman who would accept
her beauty as equivalent to hard cash.    Shelley had not
changed much since the days when his boyish heart
suffered anguish at the thought  of   Mr.  Westbrook's,
awful tyranny in sending one of his girls to school against
her will.    Here was a more evil case, with an added air of
romance.    Still, more circumspection was now necessary*
and Mary and Claire Clairmont went one day about the
end of November in company  with   Pacchiani,   and1.
saw the lovely prisoner.     Both were charmed, though.
Mary found certain minor flaws, invisible to her im-
pressionable   husband,  when   some   days  later,  along-
with  Medwin   and   Pacchiani,   he   first   met   Emilia.
Viviani.   Her rich Italian beauty, essentially classic in
type, her enthusiastic  nature, lofty aspirations, and im-
pulsive demeanour, entirely fascinated the poet.    Shelley
and his wife thereafter visited the Contessina Viviani as,
frequently as practicable; brought her books and flowers,
and gave to her life new interests and delights.    As was,
almost inevitable, Shelley's heart expanded to this new
luminary.   In her physical and spiritual loveliness she
appeared to him as the ideal woman, type of that Ideal. of all latter poetry: the fact that it
